How ‘social’ is a blog?

Steven Carlson



What are soclal media®?

The Internet itself Is a soclal medium:

— Emalil

— Bulletin board system (BBS)
— Online forums

— Weblogs (blogs)

— Social networking websites

‘Social media’ is simply the latest buzzword



Let me tell you a story

 nowEurope: the email newsletter that
become a blog

e Linkedln: the social networking site that
brings me work and business contacts

 HowdyGroup: the company that
launches social networking sites
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nowEurope: what is It?

* A weblog focusing on technology
entrepreneurship in Central Europe

e Circle of contributors active In the field

 Primarily local (CEE) readership



nowEurope: from email to blog

e 1995: started life as a cc list of business
contacts | met at HighTech Forum

e 1999-2001: emall newsletter earned
revenue from dotcom sponsorships

e 2003-present: converted to blog, funded
by two EU grants (FP6,7)



nowEurope and you

 Read the blog: noweurope.com

e Leave Uus a comment

 Talk to me about being a contributor
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LinkedIn: what Is 1t?

* LinkedlIn is an online network of more than 20
million experienced professionals from
around the world, representing 150 industries

 Good for finding potential clients, service
providers, subject experts, and partners who
come recommended

« Good for finding business opportunities



LinkedIn: how does it work?

o Grow your network by linking to
colleagues and business partners

« Ask your contacts for recommendations

e Seek out opportunities by searching and
connecting through your contacts



Linkedln and you

e Create your own profile
* Invite your contacts to connect

e Ask me to connect
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HowdyGroup: what Is It?

 Company operates social networking sites in
flve emerging markets

 Websites aimed at younger people (18-36)
Interested In nightlife, entertainment and
socializing

« Software platform developed in Budapest,
local partners promote sites, support users



HowdyGroup: how do we work?

* Local brand, local partner in each
market

 The ideal partner is an online marketing
company or media holding company

* \We offer equity partnership in a local
company set up to run the operation



HowdyGroup and you

» Looking for partners in Austria and
Slovakia (and several other markets)

* Please contact me if you know a
decision marker at an online marketing
or media holding company

* Please talk to me if that person is you



Thank you!

Steven Carlson

Nttp://noweurope.com

nttp://stevencarison.org

me@stevencarlson.org
+36 20 352 4032




